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HOPE FOUNDATION 
PRESENTS FIRST MCCLURKIN 
COMMUNITY GRANTS

A legacy of community giving began at 
a recent birthday celebration for a spe-
cial Greenville resident. Rather than 

receive gifts for herself, guest of honor Ami 
McClurkin gave them away.  

Family and friends gathered Sept. 8 at 
the Brethren’s Retirement Community, where 
Ami resides, to recognize Ami’s special day 
and also to celebrate the distribution of four 
community grants that Ami and her family 
have made possible.

The • rst McClurkin Community Grants 

were awarded to four organizations that are 
dedicated to enriching the lives of Darke 
County residents. Established in 2008 through 
the HOPE Foundation, the Ami McClurkin 
Community Fund will award new grants each 
year at the time of Ami’s birthday. 

The 2009 recipients include the Green-
ville Jr. High Jazz Band, which will use its 
grant to purchase musical instruments; St. 
Mary’s School in Greenville, which will 
purchase musical instruments plus a SMART 
Board; Council on Rural Services, which will 
use its money to foster volunteer opportuni-
ties for Darke County residents; and United 
Way of Darke County, which will buy post-
age to send children reading books provided 

HOPE MOURNS PASSING OF 
FORMER BOARD MEMBER JEAN 
LOUISE THIEME

The HOPE Foundation Board of Directors 
mourns the loss of Jean Louise Thieme and 
recognizes her great contributions to Darke 

County.
Jean Louise was a true force in the com-

munity. She had a great impact on our organization. She brought to 
the HOPE Board administrative experience and a new perspective as 
the • rst woman to be elected to the Board. Serving for 17 years from 
its inception, Jean Louise helped the organization to grow and was a 
persistent voice for the broadening of the Foundation’s mission from 
an emphasis on scholarships to one of a true community foundation. 

Her impact to families of Darke County through the Jean Louise 
Thieme Children’s Theatre Fund will continue to be felt. Her belief in 
philanthropy and “giving back to the community” will forever bene• t 
all citizens of Darke County.

Jean Louise was featured in the • rst video made about the 
HOPE Foundation in 2001. These are her words:

     “Let us begin with the words of Winston Churchill: ‘We make a living by what we 
get, but we make a life by what we give.’ ”
     “When we think of what is most meaningful in life, we know this epigram 
has the ring of truth. To evaluate our own lives, we list not the inventory of our 
belongings or the size of our bank balance, but instead think about what we have 
done for others - for our families, for our friends, for our community. We think 
of the outreach, the giving in all its possible forms, in our professions, in our 
volunteering, in our neighboring, in the acts of kindness and thoughtfulness that 
make life better for others. We think of the times we have responded to the needs of 
others in innovative ways, with new organizational entities, and we think of the time 
and energy given to established charities and service organizations. Surely this is 
‘making a life’ in the deepest sense.”
     “As we look around our community from this perspective, we become aware of 
so much that has been given to us by others. We see the Henry St. Clair Memorial  
Hall given by one family in 1912; we see the libraries in Arcanum, Greenville, New 
Madison and Versailles, the YMCAs in Versailles and Greenville, the beauty of 
the city and county parks, the swinging bridge of Greenville City Park, the bronze 
statuary in Greenville and Versailles, Wayne Hospital and its many additions, the 
Garst Museum – all envisioned and • nanced by individuals concerned for the public 
good.”
     “The de• nition of philanthropy reads, ‘An act or instance of deliberate 
generosity.’ Are we not surrounded and enriched by this generosity, this 
philanthropy? Now, is there a role for each of us to play to continue to build and 
improve our community? Can we, too, become philanthropists?” “The HOPE 
foundation can offer the opportunity for you to become just that.”

The community, and her family, will greatly miss Jean Louise. 
We know that her spirit, her actions and her focus on giving will 
continue with the HOPE Foundation, providing a vehicle for the com-
munity to carry on Jean Louise’s philanthropic mission.

Ami’s family ! anking her include parents Verd and Gini 
Stuckey and sister Torri and Mike Brown.

McClurkin conntinued on p2.



The HOPE Foundation, your Darke County community 
foundation, can help meet your charitable organization's 
needs 

Grants to the community totalled $37,470 for • scal year July 
2008-June 2009. Ami McClurkin Community Funds were 
distributed in September 2009.  

Verd and Gini Stuckey, left, stand with Sherry Smith, 
Lauren Henry and Jocelyn Sheldon of the United Way. 
Right is Christy Prakel of the HOPE Foundation. Front: 
Ami McClurkin.

was severely injured in 
an automobile accident 
in 1985 and remains a 
quadriplegic. 

“Every birthday is 
important,” said Gini, 
“and this one was very 
signi• cant to celebrate 
Ami’s • rst grant distribu-
tions. We are thankful to 
be able to help support 
organizations that are 
making our community 
special.”

This is the second 
HOPE fund established 
by Ami’s family. The 
• rst fund, set up in 
2006, provides scholar-
ships to Greenville H.S. 
graduates who have 
been members of the 
marching band. Ami 
was an accomplished 
musician in high school 
and at Ohio Northern 
University. She still en-
joys attending concerts 
and supporting Darke 
County productions. 

Through the 
generosity of Ami and 
her family, non-pro• t 
organizations can con-
tinue to enrich the lives 
of Darke County residents for years to come.

 

Gini Stuckey, left, stands with Sherry Baker and Shirley 
Hathaway of the Council on Rural Services. Presenting the 
check is Christy Prakel (right) of the HOPE Foundation. 
Seated is Ami McClurkin.

Back: Verd Stuckey; Mary McEldowney, Vern Rosenbeck 
and Alia Whitney (St. Mary’s); Christy Prakel (HOPE 
Foundation); Ron Bon! glio (St. Mary’s). Middle: Linda 
Barga, Hannah Aulbach and Aubrey Kreusch (St. Mary’s). 
Front: Katelyn Livingston (St. Mary’s) and Ami McClurkin.

Verd and Gini Stuckey, left, stand with Alia Whitney and 
Brian McKibben of the Greenville Jr. High Jazz Band. Right 
is Christy Prakel of the HOPE Foundation. Seated is Ami 
McClurkin.

by the Dolly Parton Imagination Library.
Ami’s parents, Verd and Gini Stuckey, 

and her sister and brother-in-law, Torri and 
Mike Brown, all of Greenville, felt that the 
grants were the perfect way to create a tribute 
to Ami and the community she loves. The 
family set up the fund in honor of Ami, who 

McClurkin Grants Cont.



HOPE STEBBINS FUND MAKES 
DONATIONS
Fund to Bene• t the Swine Barn...

Through the HOPE Foundation of 
Darke County, your community foun-
dation, the Shawn Stebbins Memorial 

Donor Advised Fund has contributed to the 
Darke Co. Agricultural Society’s Swine Barn 
Improvement Fund.

Given in loving memory of Shawn 
Stebbins, the donation was made possible 
by his wife Tiffany and children Brooke and 
Chase. The son of Steve and Sharon Steb-
bins, Shawn was involved in farming. Tiffany 

 The Shawn Stebbins Donor Advised Fund of the HOPE Foundation of Darke County is 
providing funds this year for the Farm Safety for Kids program. Presented by volunteers and 
supporters of the Darke County Chapter Farm Safety 4 Just Kids on June 9, this will be the • fth 
year for the program. It will be held for the second year at the Darke County Fairgrounds. The 
purpose of the program is more awareness of farm safety for farm kids and other kids who may 
just visit farms. Shown in the photo are Rhonda Kress, one of the volunteer coordinators of the 
team, Tiffany Stebbins and son Chase.

  Patty Lavy, Past President of the HOPE Foundation, with Tiffany Stebbins and son Chase 
presenting funds to Charlene Thornhill, Ladybug Garden Club. These HOPE Foundation 
donor advised funds will be used to bring instuctors to Darke County to teach club members 
professional artistic arrangements.

noted, “I have set up this account through the HOPE Foundation in 
his name to help fund organizations in Darke County that were close 
to Shawn’s heart.”

The plans are to modify or renovate the Show Area of the Swine 
Barn at the Fairgrounds. The committee organizing this with the Fair 
Board plans to add new gates to the wash racks, a handicapped and 
stroller area and more seating. The project will make it safer and 
easier for kids to move and show animals by changing the show area 
to improve traf! c " ow.

Anyone in the community interested in helping with the Darke 
County Agricultural Society Swine Barn Improvement Project can 
make a donation to the HOPE Foundation for that speci! c purpose.

Tiffany Stebbins and son Chase, Tom Bueter (Chair of the 
Swine Barn Improvement Committee), Kyle Bueter (Junior 
Fair Board Swine Rep.), Daryl Rif! e (Fair Board Secretary) , 
and Velma Campbell (Fair Board member).

HOPE AND THE UNITED WAY

HOPE Foundation of Darke County President Christy 
Prakel presents a check to United Way Director Lauren 
Henry for the HOPE Foundation’s Darke County United Way 
Endowment Account. The United Way of Darke county exists 
to support the annual needs of the social service programs in 
the community. The proceeds of these funds are distributed 
annually at the discretion of the existing United Way Board 
of Directors for the bene• t of Darke County only. The HOPE 
Foundation, Helping Other People Excel, is the Darke 
County Community Foundation.  

...Ladybug Garden Club

...Farm Safety for Kids



STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
The total scholarship dollars distributed in 2009 
was $76,829. This brings the total since HOPE’s 
inception to: $803,266.

Versailles H.S. HOPE recipients of scholarships are shown 
from the left: Madelyn Borchers with Jean Young, HOPE 
Vice Chairman of the Board, Kevin Grieshop and Robin 
Pohlman. Abigail Schlater was missing from the photo.

Tri-Village H.S. Scholarship Recipient Maria Neff is shown with Mike Gray, HOPE Foundation 
board member. Daniel Rife is missing from the photo.

Greenville H.S. HOPE recipients of the Ami McClurkin 
Fund Scholarship are shown left to right: Chelsea Schmdt, 
Jennifer Beisner and Ambrosia Davidson. Jean Young, HOPE 
board member is on the right. Other Greenville scholarship 
recipients of various funds missing from the photo were:  
Claire McKinney, Sariah Merrill and Kevin Murray.

Mike Gray, HOPE Foundation Board member, is shown 
with Franklin Monroe HOPE Scholarship recipients Jessica 
Hildebrand on the left and Jordan Pridemore on the right.
Toni Jackson was missing from the photo.

Arcanum H.S. • rst and second year HOPE Scholarship recipients are, from the left:  Clark 
Michael, Elizabeth Spears, Bryant Weyrick, Craig Allen Denlinger, Chairman of the HOPE 
Board, Ray Laughlin, Bryant Michael, Alex Johnson, Ashley Nicole Howard and Josh Brandon 
in the middle. Missing from the photo were: Clint Hale, Kyle Perkins and Emily Rauscher.

Ansonia H.S. • rst and second year HOPE Scholarship recipients are left to right (front row): 
Danielle Shook, Casey Knick, Ambrea Faye Schlechty, Holly Rif• e. (Back row): Kellen 
Amspaugh, Mark Joseph Barga, David Bruce Seger and Mike Gray, HOPE Foundation trustee. 
Missing from photo:  Kyle Siefring.



Ray Laughlin, HOPE Foundation Chairman of the Board 
is • anked by Mackenzie Livingston on the left and Angela 
Beanblossom on the right. They are the Mississinawa Valley 
H.S. HOPE Scholarship recipients. Sara Schmitz is missing 
from the photo.

Bradford HOPE Scholarship recipients Kaila Kinnison and 
Brock Wysong are shown with Jean Young, Vice Chairman of 
the HOPE Foundation Board.

Scholarship applications are due May 1.  
Please call the o•  ce or see the website. 
www.hopedarkecounty.com

The Joyce Bruns Memorial Scholarship is awarded yearly to an 
adult student who is continuing his or her nursing education. 
This year there are two recipients.

Both recipi-
ents are presently 
Registered Nurses.  
Charlotte Sherman 
is at Comprehensive 
Health Network. She 
is working towards 
her B.S.N. (Bach-
elor’s of Science in 
Nursing), online, 
from Liberty Univer-
sity, Lynchburg, VA.  
Michelle Ferguson 
currently has a B.S.N. 
and will use the 
scholarship to pursue 
her Master’s as a 
Nurse Practitioner at 
Ball State University.  
She has been at Fam-
ily Health for the last 20 years.  

 Joyce Bruns, RN, BSN, was a dedicated nurse in Darke County 
who died in April 1998. She was an active board member of Hos-
pice for 13 years and a proponent of Hospice among the nursing and 
medical community. She was a nurse at Wayne Hospital for 18 years 
before serving as director of nursing at the Versailles Health Care 
Center. She became ill with brain cancer in 1997 having just com-
pleted her bachelor’s degree in nursing. With a commitment of time 
and energy and family support to earn her degree, she felt the con-
tinuing education gained expanded her views of nursing and made 
her a better person as she met the challenges of family, work, and 
school. Her dedication to the nursing profession will live on through 
this scholarship for nurses continuing their education.

 

The HOPE Foundation of Darke County manages the Joyce 
Bruns Memorial Scholarship Fund. Shown left to right are 
Theresa Hall, Darke County Nursing Education Council, 
scholarship recipients Charlotte Sherman and Michelle 
Ferguson, and Ray Laughlin, Chairman of the HOPE 
Foundation Board of Trustees.

JOYCE BRUNS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARDED TO TWO NURSES



CHRISTY PRAKEL - NEW HOPE 
PRESIDENT

The HOPE Foundation of Darke County 
has named Christy Prakel as its new 
president, succeeding Patty Lavy.  

Christy assumed her position July 1.

 “The HOPE Foundation is already a 
major source for charitable giving in Darke 
County,” said Christy, “and I’m looking 
forward to the challenge of making HOPE 
an even greater in• uence in the lives of our 
residents. Darke County has many truly 
generous individuals, willing to support their 
neighbors and the many worthwhile organiza-
tions that improve our community. My goal 
is to make sure all of Darke County is aware 
of the HOPE Foundation and how we can 
help donors make the most of their charitable 
donation.”

Christy has been a board member of the 
Versailles Community Scholarship Fund and 
also served for several years as the fundrais-
ing chair for the Versailles Music Boosters. 
She operated Prakel Communications in 
Indianapolis for 10 years, specializing in 
technical and commercial writing and edit-
ing. Christy is a graduate of Ansonia High 
School and Miami University. She and her 
husband Mike reside in Versailles and have 
• ve children.

The HOPE Foundation assists donors in 
meeting their charitable objectives by admin-
istering the income from their gifts to award 
scholarships to students as well as grants to 
non-pro• t organizations in Darke County. 
Christy works part-time at the HOPE of• ce, 
201 W. Main St., Greenville, OH. You can 
reach her by phone at 548-HOPE or e-mail: 
hopefoundation@woh.rr.com.

WELCOME NEW BOARD TRUSTEES:

Susan Schepis was born and raised in Darke County. After 
graduating from Tri-Village, she studied accounting at Edison 
State Community College and Ivy Tech Community College. 

Susan has been co-owner of Key Engineering Group, Inc. since 
1996, providing consulting services in civil engineering to small and 
medium-sized communities in west-central Ohio and Indiana. She is 
also a managing partner of Key Enterprise Group, LLC. Susan holds 
licensure in the state of Ohio as an Intermediate Emergency Medical 
Technician and has been a member of the Tri-Village Rescue Squad 
for 20 years, which has included positions on the Board of Direc-
tors. She is also the Chairman of the Darke Rural Electric Operation 
Round-Up Board of Directors. Susan has two daughters who are 
active in the Tri-Village Local School System and resides in Liberty 
Township. She looks forward to assisting the HOPE Foundation in its 
endeavors to help the people of Darke County excel.

John Marchal, Jr., a 1989 Greenville H.S. graduate, and his 
wife, Jeanne (Curtin), are lifelong residents of Darke County. John 
is a partner, along with his father, at Marchal and Marchal, Ltd. He 
graduated from Notre Dame University and then received his law 
degree from The Ohio State University. John serves the community 
not only on the HOPE Foundation Board, but also on the Boards of 
the Greenville National Bank, the Greenville Community Improve-
ment Corporation and the Darke County Law Library. He also serves 
on the Boy Scouts of America District Committee. John and Jeanne 
reside in Greenville and are the parents of two children. 

David Kepler has lived in the Pitsburg area all his life. He 
graduated from Franklin-Monroe in 1969 and from Eastern Kentucky 
University in 1973 with a bachelors degree in Business Administra-
tion. He retired from Greenville Federal on April 30, 2009, after 
almost 36 years, the last 12 years as President & CEO.

Currently he is the Lay Leader of the Grace United Methodist 
Church in Ithaca, a member of the Pitsburg Lions Club and a vol-
unteer of the Darke County Chapter of the American Red Cross. He 
is a past board member of the Ohio Bankers League Bank Services 
board, Darke County Area Emmaus Community, Darke County 
YMCA and Franklin-Monroe Junior baseball league.

David is married to Dixie and they have one son.



 HOPE FOUNDATION 
DONATES TO FAME

The HOPE Foundation of Darke 
County recently presented a check 

to the Darke Co. FAME organization 
(Financial Assistance for Medical 
Emergencies). FAME is the bene• ciary 
of a HOPE fund started by the former 
Low Vision Support Group. Upon 
disbanding in 2006, LVSG members 
donated funds into this account, which 
provides • nancial assistance to Darke 
County residents with medical and 
dental emergencies. FAME, aided 
by the local chapter of the Elks, also 
provides a summer speech clinic for 
children in need of therapy. All FAME 
administrative duties are performed 
by volunteers, which enables FAME 
to direct almost all donations to needy 

Darke County residents.
 The HOPE Foundation gives $1,000 annually to FAME until 

the account is depleted. However, additional monies may be added to 
the fund to grow it to a permanent endowment level. 

HOPE PRESENTS TO THE BRC

The HOPE Foundation recently presented a check for $17,568.10 
to the Brethren Retirement Community. This gift was made 

possible through a fund entitled the Ella Van Dyke St. Clair Home, 
Brethren’s Home Resident Aid Fund. The HOPE Foundation admin-
isters the income from this fund and distributes it annually to the 
BRC, which uses the monies to provide housing assistance to resi-
dents in need.

In the 1920s, 
Ella Van Dyke St. 
Clair wanted to help 
citizens of Greenville 
who needed a place to 
live. In her will, she 
established the Ella 
Van Dyke St. Clair 
Home for the Aged, 
located on East Third 
Street in Greenville. 
Over time the intend-
ed use of the Home 
discontinued and it 
ceased operation. The 
Probate Courtgranted 
permission to have 

the remaining monies transferred to the HOPE Foundation, with the 
income there from to be paid into the Brethren’s Home Resident Aid 
Fund, providing housing assistance to those in need at the Brethren’s 
Home.

Christy Prakel presents a check to John Warner, President 
and CEO of the Brethren Retirement Community.

HUMANE SOCIETY RECEIVES 
HOPE FOUNDATION FUNDS

The Darke County Humane Society has 
again received funds provided by the 

Beth Bolen Warner Estate to the HOPE Foun-
dation (Helping Other People Excel) of Darke 
County.  Mrs. Warner gave a portion of her 
estate to the HOPE Foundation with the inter-
est to be distributed each year to the Darke 
Co. Humane Society for whatever purpose 
the Humane Society should decide. This year 
the amount is for over $6000.

 Mrs. Warner, born in Union City, IN, 
resided in the Darke Co. area her entire life. 
She was married to Glenn Warner, who 
formerly served as the Clerk of Courts for 
Darke County for 24 years. He died in 1983.  
Her interests included piano and organ and 
she served as the organist at the Presbyte-
rian Church. She was also involved with the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, East-
ern Star and White Shrine. In her later years, 
she was especially interested in the welfare 
of pets and animals, including her long-time 
pet cat.

Prevention of cruelty to animals, the 
relief of suffering among animals, and the 
education of our community on the proper 
care of animals is the purpose of the Darke 
Co. Humane Society. Incorporated in De-
cember 1953, the Society is an all-volunteer 
organization. A shelter for animals and of-
• ce space is located at 7053 S. R. 49N. The 
Humane Society’s animals are vet tested for 
good health and physical condition before be-
ing adopted. Kim noted, “Ours is a “no kill” 
shelter; no euthanasia is practiced here.”  

HOPE Foundation of Darke County 
President Christy Prakel presents a 
check to Sue Woolf,  FAME Board 
Secretary for the HOPE Foundation’s 
Low Vision Support Group’s Fund. 

Christy Prakel, President of the HOPE Foundation, presents 
a check to Humane Society Director Kim Stewart and an 
adoptable puppy at the Humane Society.



Return Requested
HOPE Foundation
201 W. Main St.
PO Box 438
Greenville, OH 45331

TRUSTEES

BILL BAUMANN    
REBSCO Inc.
Psychotherapist 
Greenville & Sidney
FRED BERNHARD
Oakland Church  (Retired)
Bethany Theological Seminary
Advancement Associate
TIM BOOHER    
Managing Partner
R.J. Warner Insurance LLC
JULIE BORING, C.P.A.
Boring and Associates   
STEVE BURNS    
President & C.E.O.    
Greenville National Bank
NICK COX     
President    
R. B. Cox Insurance Agencies

CAROLINE BLINN  
Attorney 
Garbig & Blinn, L.L.C.
MIKE GRAY    
Superintendent
Darke Co. Educational Service Center
TOM GUILLOZET  
Attorney, Hanes, Schipfer, Cooper, Graber, 
Guillozet, Detling, Ltd.
JON HEIN
Darke County Common Pleas Judge
MATT JORDAN
Owner
Matt Jordan Insurance Agency
DAVID KEPLER
President and CEO (retired), 
Greenville Federal
EILEEN LITCHFIELD
Darke Co. Law Library
R. E. LAUGHLIN
CEO, (Retired) 

Special thanks to Kathleen 
Kilgallon, for assisting in 
publishing this newsletter.

HOPE
FOUNDATION

201 W. Main St.
PO Box 438
Greenville, OH 45331

937-548-HOPE

Website: www.hopedarkecounty.com
E-Mail: hopefoundation@woh.rr.com

Wayne Hospital 
JOHN MARCHAL, JR.  
Attorney
Marchal & Marchal
RODNEY ODA, C.P.A.
Fry & Co.
SUSAN SCHEPIS 
Key Engineering Group
RICHARD TROUTWINE
Troutwine Auto Sales
JEAN YOUNG
Chief Operating Of! cer 
Family Health
KENT  A. ZECHAR  
Managing Partner
Zechar Bailey Funeral 
Homes

STAFF
CHRISTY PRAKEL
President
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