FOUNDATION Helping Other People Excel Your Darke County

Helping Other People Excel Community Foundation
November 2009

‘000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000.
OGO OOOIHIOOOOOOOOIIIHIOIOOOOOIIIIOIOOOOOOIIIHIOOOOOOIIIOOOOOOOO IO OGO OOOOOIIIHOOOOOOOIIIIOOOOOOO NS

HOPE FOUNDATION HOPE MOURNS PASSING OF

PRESENTS FIRST MCCLURKINRMER BOARD MEMBER J
COMMUNITY GRANTS LgU'SE THIEME

legacy of community giving began at he HOPE Foundation Board of Directors

a recent birthday celebration for a spe- mourns the :1035 of Jtean It‘(.)é“?.e Thlterrlge
cial Greenville resident. Rather than recognizes her great contributions to La

receive gifts for herself, guest of honor Ami Coun}y. Loui true f in th J
McClurkin gave them away. ean Louise was a true force in the com-

Family and friends gathered Sept. 8 at munity. She had a great impgct on our organization. She brought to
the Brethren’s Retirement Community, wher he HOPE Board administrative experience and_a new perspective as
Ami resides, to recognize Ami's speciél day .he_-rst woman to be e]ected to the Board. Serymg for 17 years from
and also to ’celebrate the distribution of four its |n'cept|on,_Jean Louise helpeq the organization _to grow and was a
community grants that Ami and her family persistent voice for the bro_adenlng of the Foundatlon’s_mlssmn frpm
have made possible. an emphgss on schola_r_shlps to one of a true community foundathn.

The orst McClurkin Community Grants __. . Her impact to families of Dark_e Cour_1ty through the Jean L_ow_se

Thieme Children’s Theatre Fund will continue to be felt. Her belief in
philanthropy and “giving back to the community” will forever benest
all citizens of Darke County.

Jean Louise was featured in the erst video made about the
HOPE Foundation in 2001. These are her words:

“Let us begin with the words of Winston Churchill: ‘We make a living by what we
get, but we make a life by what we give.””

“When we think of what is most meaningful in life, we know this epigram
has the ring of truth. To evaluate our own lives, we list not the inventory of our
belongings or the size of our bank balance, but instead think about what we have
done for others - for our families, for our friends, for our community. We think
of the outreach, the giving in all its possible forms, in our professions, in our
volunteering, in our neighboring, in the acts of kindness and thoughtfulness that
make life better for others. We think of the times we have responded to the needs of
others in innovative ways, with new organizational entities, and we think of the time
and energy given to established charities and service organizations. Surely this is
were awarded to four organizations that are ~ ™aking aife’in the deepest sense.” , _

. .. . 'As we look around our community from this perspective, we become aware of

dedicated t_o eanChmg th_e Ilves_ of Darke so much that has been given to us by others. We see the Henry St. Clair Memorial
County residents. Established in 2008 tthUgh Hall given by one family in 1912; we see the libraries in Arcanum, Greenville, New

Ami’'s family 'anking her include parents Verd and Gini
Stuckey and sister Torri and Mike Brown.

the HOPE Foundation, the Ami McClurkin Madison and Versailles, the YMCAs in Versailles and Greenville, the beauty of
Community Fund will award new grants each the city and county parks, the swinging bridge of Greenville City Park, the bronze
year at the time of Ami’s birthday statuary in Greenville and Versailles, Wayne Hospital and its many additions, the
The 2009 recipients include.the Green- Garst Museum — all envisioned and *nanced by individuals concerned for the public
. . P . . . good.”

ville Jr. High Jazz Banq, Wh|Ch will use its “The denition of philanthropy reads, ‘An act or instance of deliberate

grant to purchase musical instruments; St. generosity.’ Are we not surrounded and enriched by this generosity, this

Mary's School in Greenville, which will philanthropy? Now, is there a role for each of us to play to continue to build and

purchase musical instruments plus a SMART improve our community? Can we, too, become philanthropists?” “The HOPE
Board: Council on Rural Services. which will foundation can offer the opportunity for you to become just that.”

use its money to foster volunteer opportuni- The community, and her family, will greatly miss Jean Louise.

tles fo:c Darllie County reiiqintsl;l and United e know that her spirit, her actions and her focus on giving will
Way of Darke County, which will buy post- continue with the HOPE Foundation, providing a vehicle for the com-

age to send children reading books prOVIdedrnunity to carry on Jean Louise’s philanthropic mission.
McClurkin conntinued on p2.



McClurkin Grants Cont.

Back: Verd Stuckey; Mary McEldowney, Vern Rosenbeck
and Alia Whitney (St. Mary’s); Christy Prakel (HOPE
Foundation); Ron Bon!glio (St. Mary’s). Middle: Linda
Barga, Hannah Aulbach and Aubrey Kreusch (St. Mary’s).
Front: Katelyn Livingston (St. Mary’s) and Ami McClurkin.

Verd and Gini Stuckey, left, stand with Alia Whitney and
Brian McKibben of the Greenville Jr. High Jazz Band. Right
is Christy Prakel of the HOPE Foundation. Seated is Ami
McClurkin.

by the Dolly Parton Imagination Library.
Ami’s parents, Verd and Gini Stuckey,

and her sister and brother-in-law, Torri and

Mike Brown, all of Greenville, felt that the

was severely injured In
an automobile accident
in 1985 and remains a
quadriplegic.

“Every birthday is
important,” said Gini,
“and this one was very
signiecant to celebrate
Ami’s erst grant distribu-
tions. We are thankful to
be able to help support
organizations that are

making our community
special.” Verd and Gini Stuckey, left, stand with Sherry Smith,

This is the second Lauren Henry and Jocelyn Sheldon of the United Way.

. Right is Christy Prakel of the HOPE Foundation. Front:
HOPE fund established ;i mcclurkin.

by Ami’s family. The
erst fund, set up in
2006, provides scholar-
ships to Greenville H.S.
graduates who have
been members of the
marching band. Ami
was an accomplished
musician in high school
and at Ohio Northern
University. She still en-
joys attending concerts
and supporting Darke

County productions. Gini Stuckey, left, stands with Sherry Baker and Shirley
Through the Hathaway of the Council on Rural Services. Presenting the
generosity of Ami and check is Christy Prakel (right) of the HOPE Foundation.

her family, non-prost Seated is Ami McClurkin.
organizations can con-

tinue to enrich the lives

of Darke County residents for years to come.

grants were the perfect way to create a tribute

to Ami and the community she loves. The
family set up the fund in honor of Ami, who

The HOPE Foundation, your Darke County community
foundation, can help meet your charitable organization's

needs

Grants to the community totalled $37,470 for escal year July
2008-June 2009. Ami McClurkin Community Funds were
distributed in September 2009.




HOPE STEBBINS FUND MAKEI&JI, “I have set up this account through the HOPE Foundation in

DONATIONS his name to help fund organizations in Darke County that were close
- to Shawn’s heart.”

Fund to Bene-t the Swine Barn... The plans are to modify or renovate the Show Area of the Swine
hrough the HOPE Foundation of Barn at the Fairgrounds. The committee organizing this with the Fair
Darke County, your community foun- Board plans to add new gates to the wash racks, a handicapped and
dation, the Shawn Stebbins Memorial Stroller area and more seating. The project will make it safer and

Donor Advised Fund has contributed to the €asier for kids to move and show animals by changing the show area

Darke Co. Agricultural Society’s Swine Barn(© Improve traflc "ow. L _ o

Improvement Fund. Anyone in the community interested in helping with the Darke

Given in loving memory of Shawn County Agricultural Society Swine Barn Improvement Project can

Stebbins, the donation was made possible make a donation to the HOPE Foundation for that specilc purpose.

by his wife Tiffany and children Brooke and .
Chase. The son of Steve and Sharon Steb- -.Farm Safety for Kids
bins, Shawn was involved in farming. Tiffany. r g 1 L I

Tiffany Stebbins and son Chase, Tom Bueter (Chair of the |

Swine Barn Improvement Committee), Kyle Bueter (Junior ) ] ) )
Fair Board Swine Rep.), Daryl Rifle (Fair Board Secretary) , The Shawn Stebbins Donor Advised Fund of the HOPE Foundation of Darke County is

and Velma Campbell (Fair Board member). providing funds this year for the Farm Safety for Kids program. Presented by volunteers and
supporters of the Darke County Chapter Farm Safety 4 Just Kids on June 9, this will be the «fth
year for the program. It will be held for the second year at the Darke County Fairgrounds. The

H OP E AN D TH E U N ITED WAmwpose of the program is more awareness of farm safety for farm kids and other kids who may
just visit farms. Shown in the photo are Rhonda Kress, one of the volunteer coordinators of the
team, Tiffany Stebbins and son Chase.

...Ladybug Garden Club
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HOPE Foundation of Darke County President Christy
Prakel presents a check to United Way Director Lauren
Henry for the HOPE Foundation’s Darke County United Way.
Endowment Account. The United Way of Darke county exist
to support the annual needs of the social service programs i
the community. The proceeds of these funds are distributed
annually at the discretion of the existing United Way Board & -
of Directors for the benest of Darke County only. The HOPE

Foundation, Helping Other People Excel, is the Darke
County Community Foundation.

Patty Lavy, Past President of the HOPE Foundation, with Tiffany Stebbins and son Chase
presenting funds to Charlene Thornhill, Ladybug Garden Club. These HOPE Foundation
donor advised funds will be used to bring instuctors to Darke County to teach club members
professional artistic arrangements.



















