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Permanent Scholarship Endowments 
Ansonia Area Jaycees Scholarship. Upon disbanding, the Ansonia Area 
Jaycees desired to leave money in the community from which it was gen-
erated. The HOPE Foundation serves as the custodian of these remaining 
assets, which is used for scholarships to students graduating from Ansonia 
High School.

Velma and Merlin Applegate Scholarship. Velma and Merlin Applegate 
directed that their fund be used annually to award scholarships to Anso-
nia H.S. graduates. The couple graduated from Ansonia High School in 
1940. In 1990, the 50th year after their graduation, they arranged for these 
scholarships as a way of saying “thank you” to the Ansonia community.

Pauline Winbigler Bales Memorial Scholarship. In honor of her sister-
in-law, Louise McKinney Winbigler established this fund to support An-
sonia H.S. graduates in their pursuit of higher education. Louise was a 
newspaper heiress from Macon, Georgia. She married Goddard Winbigler 
from Ansonia, a brother of Pauline Winbigler. Louise shared memories of 
playing tennis on clay courts at Ansonia High School/Darke County Nor-
mal School. She was an ardent supporter of the Ansonia United Method-
ist Church.

Pauline Winbigler Bales Scholarship Trust. “Miss Pauline” taught and 
served as High School Principal during her 27-year tenure at Ansonia. 
She attended college at the University of Cincinnati after graduating from 
Ansonia High School in 1915, and taught music in addition to other aca-
demic areas. Former students show their admiration and respect for “Miss 
Pauline” to this day. Pauline Winbigler married L.L. Bales and lived in 
the Ansonia Community. She lived in and supported her hometown and 
Ansonia School all of her life.

Tim Best/Ronnie Kreitzer Memorial Scholarship. Tim Best lost his life 
in an accident while attending Wright State University. Mr. & Mrs. Best 
established this fund for any boy or girl in Darke County who has par-
ticipated in baseball, cross country, wresting, or dirt bike racing. Ronnie 
Kreitzer, a close friend, was instrumental in helping Mr. & Mrs. Best 
establish the Tim Best Memorial, and upon Ronnie Kreitzer’s death, the 
memorial was renamed the Tim Best/Ronnie Kreitzer Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund.

Irene Bolen Memorial Scholarship. Given by 
her daughter, Beth Bolen Warner, in memory 
of her mother, this scholarship is for the ben-
efit of a student from Mississinawa Valley H.S. 
Mrs. Bolen was a teacher for many years before 
working at the Farmers State Bank in Union 
City.

Robert and Iris Bolen Memorial Scholarship. 
Robert and Iris Bolen grew up in the Union City 
area and wanted to enrich the life of a Missis-
sinawa Valley student pursuing college. Before 
retirement, Robert Bolen operated insurance 
and real estate agencies in both Union City and 
Ansonia, while his wife was the Assistant Vice 
President of Union City Body Company. Upon 
establishing the fund in 2004, the Bolen’s com-
mented, “Having no children and good jobs, 
and realizing what a good education means, we 
wanted to help someone else.” 

Joyce Bruns Memorial Scholarship. Joyce 
Bruns, RN, BSN, was a dedicated nurse in 
Darke County who died in April 1998. She was 
an active board member of Hospice for 13 years 
and a proponent of Hospice among the nurs-
ing and medical community. She was a nurse 
at Wayne Hospital for 18 years before serving 
as director of nursing at the Versailles Health-
care Center. She became ill with brain cancer 
in 1997, having just completed her bachelor’s 
degree in nursing. Her dedication to the nursing 
profession will live on through this scholarship 
for nurses who are continuing their education.

C. Michael Crawford Outstanding Teacher 
Mentor of  Darke County. Mike Crawford was 
a longtime employee of the Darke County Edu-
cational Service Center who left a legacy of sup-
port for educators and children in Darke County. 
Due to Mike’s foresight, Darke County had an 
established mentorship program for teachers a 

Iris Bolen presents a scholarship to 
Whitney Harmeson of Mississinawa 
Valley.

Ansonia students receive scholarships from HOPE Chair 
Jean Young.
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full ten years before the State of Ohio saw the benefit and mandated such 
a program for all Ohio schools. Established through contributions of his 
family and friends upon his sudden death in May 2002, this fund yearly 
recognizes, with a plaque and a stipend, an outstanding teacher men-
tor in Darke County in Mike’s name. In this way, the teachers of Darke 
County will continue to benefit from the life and work of this very special 
person.

Darke County Engineering & Sciences Scholarship. Establishing a 
scholarship for students interested in the study of engineering or the sci-
ences was Denny and Shirla Neff’s goal in October 2007. Denny noted, 
“I wanted to contribute towards the establishment of this fund in the 
hopes that other people would add to it so that it could grow for the ben-
efit of students.” Students may be pursuing a 2- or 4-year degree. Denny 
had previously served as an original board member on the Dollars for 
Scholars Group, a scholarship program. Treaty Co. and the Neff Co., 
where Denny served as President, both had scholarships. Shirla served 
as an educator in the Greenville school system.

Regina K. Delk Memorial Scholarship. Working as a teacher’s assistant 
at Anthony Wayne, Regina was also very involved with the Arcanum 
High School Band Boosters and the Senior High youth at the Castine 
Church of the Brethren. Those around her were touched by her life and 
faith in Christ. The family desired to establish a memorial in her honor to 
benefit students through a scholarship to a Christian college.

Nils and Collette Eikenberry Memorial Scholarship Fund. Established 
by their three daughters, Gretchen Davis and Elizabeth Bunch of Green-
ville, and Jenny Light of Colorado Springs, this fund is a tribute to ex-
traordinary parents who were devoted to their family and their communi-
ty. Both Greenville natives, Nils managed Eikenberry’s Foodliners for 45 
years and Collette was a generous and passionate community supporter. 
The fund awards scholarships to Greenville High School graduates who 
are enrolled in college and participating in a volunteer internship, prefer-
ably in a business-related field.

Mr. & Mrs. Howard (Eva) Fisher Scholarship. Howard and Eva Fisher 
lived west of Ft. Jefferson, where they were both involved in farming 
until they retired. They raised hogs, chickens, and dairy cattle. They also 
raised corn, hay, and oats for the livestock. Not having children of their 
own, but having a great interest in them, the Fishers realized that by giv-
ing to the HOPE Foundation, they would be able to help not one or two, 
but many young people, in getting started in their life’s work.

Kenneth & Virginia Marie Flory Memorial Scholarship. The Florys 
left their entire estate for charity or scholarships. Marie Flory was born 
in Kentucky and moved to the Dayton area in the 1930s. Her husband, 
Kenneth, was raised in the Arcanum area. After marrying, their profes-
sions led them to Chicago. They retired in 1980 to Arcanum, where Ken-
neth died a year later. Marie was very community minded and a faithful 
church member. She served as a trustee of the Arcanum Public Library. 
Prior to her death, Marie asked that the HOPE Foundation use 40% of 
her estate for scholarships for graduates of Arcanum High.

Galen & Blanche Fourman Scholarship. Galen and Blanche (Olwine) 
Fourman, owners of Fourman’s Inc., a clothing store in downtown 
Greenville, were both graduates of Greenville High School and life-

long supporters of the community. The Four-
mans were involved with the Eastern Star and 
were dedicated to the well-being of  downtown 
Greenville. They established in their will that 
a percentage of their estate would go towards 
scholarships for GHS students.

Kenneth J. Gibboney Scholarship. Mr. Gib-
boney lived in Bradford from the age of three 
until his death. He was a Navy veteran, a welder 
at Meteor Motors in Piqua, and an owner and 
operator of a small sawmill. Mr. Gibboney en-
joyed life and wanted to assist Bradford stu-
dents in their college education.

Greenville National Bank Scholarship for 
Ansonia Students. Several decades ago, the 
Citizens Bank of Ansonia made a donation to-
ward a new medical facility in Ansonia. After 
its completion, the Ansonia Medical Center was 
sold and all donations were returned to the do-
nors. Because Citizens Bank had become part 
of Greenville National Bank, GNB chose to 
leave money in the Ansonia community via a 
scholarship for an Ansonia High School gradu-
ate majoring in finance or accounting.

Greenville National Bank Scholarship for 
Darke County Students. In 2008, Greenville 
National Bank established a scholarship for 
graduates of any Darke County school major-
ing in finance, accounting or banking. Steve 
Burns, President of Greenville National Bank, 
noted, “We understand the importance of help-
ing in the area of education and hope this will 
encourage students to pursue higher education 
and then relocate back to Darke County upon 
their graduation.”

Greenville National Bank President Steve Burns 
presents scholarship to Clint Hale of Arcanum.
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Jeanie & Jeff Hawley Memorial Scholarship. Established by the Haw-
ley and Pequignot families, 
this scholarship fund is a 
loving tribute to two indi-
viduals who lived their lives 
to the fullest. As a teacher 
at Greenville High School 
for 20 years, Jeanie loved 
her students and wanted to 
make a difference in their 
lives. Jeff, a Greenville High 
School graduate, was an avid 

sportsman, devoted husband and father, and a role model for healthy liv-
ing. Awards from this fund are designated for a Greenville High School 
graduate who exemplifies outstanding character, motivation and zest for 
life.

Eleanor J. Hughes Scholarship. Eleanor Hughes, born in 1917 in west-
ern Pennsylvania, was a resident there most of her life. She had a career 
with Bell Telephone and was also an accomplished seamstress and artist. 
After 52 years of marriage, her husband passed away and she relocated 
to Greenville to be near her sister, Ruth Osborne. It was during her 10 
years of residency in Greenville and her strong belief in the value of for-
mal education that she chose to use the HOPE Foundation as a vehicle to 
help high school graduates in the Darke County area. She passed away 
in 2003.

Fred Miltenberger Memorial Scholarship. Fred and Ruby Miltenberger 
lived on a farm in Montgomery County until 1937. They then moved to 
a home on N. Main St. in Arcanum until Fred died in 1988 and Ruby in 
1990. An avid fisherman, Fred worked 45 years at General Motors in 
Dayton. Ruby also worked at General Motors for 40 years.

Virginia Nischwitz Scholarship. The Four-Shra-Nish Foundation was 
established in 1970 by Virginia Nischwitz and her father, Lawrence Nis-
chwitz. Mr. Nischwitz was a long-time fifth and sixth grade teacher in 
the Monroe building, now part of the Franklin-Monroe School District. 
In 2001, the Four-Shra-Nish Foundation transferred most of its assets to 
the HOPE Foundation. Other organizations that received Four-Shra-Nish 
assets -- Wayne Hospital, the Darke County YMCA, and the Pitsburg 
Church of the Brethren – all donated those assets to the HOPE Founda-
tion.

Road Less Traveled Scholarship. Inspired by the life and spirit of Jacob 
Heck, 2001 Franklin-Monroe graduate who died in July 2001, the F-M 
High School Student Council started a scholarship in Jacob’s memory. 
The award honors F-M students who live enthusiastically, give without 
expectation, love peers unconditionally, and strive to make a difference, 
as Jacob did. As class president, varsity athlete, church youth leader and 
community giver, Jacob took the road less traveled to make life better for 
others.

Norton Family 4-H Scholarship. Miriam M. Norton, a former school 
teacher in the Bradford Schools, established the Norton Family 4-H 
Scholarship in June 2002. Being especially appreciative of the values 
held and leadership opportunities provided by the 4-H clubs of Darke 
County, Miriam wanted to promote the continuation of these 4-H activi-

ties by rewarding a scholarship to a 4-H mem-
ber. In addition to having been a 4-H member 
in Darke County, the successful applicant must 
have projects completed and demonstrated lead-
ership skills.

J.C. & Alice Schafer Scholarship.  J.C. Schafer 
joined Second National Bank in 1943 following 
a merger with Farmers National Bank in Green-
ville. He served as Vice President and Loan Of-
ficer and remained on the Board of Directors of 
Second National until 1978. J.C. was a mem-
ber of the Rotary Club in Greenville for nearly 
50 years. J.C.’s wife, Alice, was an elementary 
school teacher. The couple lived on a small farm 
just north of Greenville during J.C.’s banking 
career. They spent their final years at the Breth-
ren Retirement Community. J.C. and Alice be-
queathed part of their estate to the HOPE Foun-
dation to establish this scholarship fund.

Edwin, Mac and Marguerite Stoltz Memorial 
Scholarship. Edwin Stoltz was an athletic coach 
and teacher at Greenville High School from 1928 
to 1942 and from 1947 to 1957. At one time he 
coached all four sports: football, basketball, 
baseball and track. His major academic area was 
mathematics; minor areas were English, French 
and History. His brother, Mac, whose interest 
was in engineering, was called upon from time 
to time to substitute teach. Mac’s wife, Margue-
rite Bigler Stoltz, began her teaching career on 
Indian reservations from 1928 to 1937. She also 
taught English in Darke County schools. She 
was a lifetime student, having attended over 50 
Elderhostels before her death in 1994.

Steven Stucke Memorial Scholarship Fund. As 
a teen during the 1970s, Steven worked diligent-
ly on the family farm near Versailles, operating 
equipment in the fields, working in the shop, 
and raising livestock 
for 4-H and FFA proj-
ects. Sadly, Steven was 
killed in a farming acci-
dent at age 18. His par-
ents, Melvin and Mary 
Ann, wished to honor 
their son’s memory 
with a scholarship for a 
Versailles High School 
graduate majoring in 
an agriculture-related 
field. “We wanted to do 
something in his honor for all he did for us,” 
said Melvin. “The farming environment today 

Steven Stucke  

Jeanie Hawley Jeff Hawley
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is highly competitive and a huge investment,” he added. “Education is 
important when it comes to managing farms and finances.”

J. Howard Trump Art Scholarship. Howard Trump graduated from 
Greenville H.S. in 1934. He began his career as a printer’s apprentice in 
Columbus, Ohio. In 1961, after 14 years as superintendent of a printing 
company, he became a free-lance commercial artist, specializing mostly 
in illustration and design. He retired from commercial art in 1980 and 
devoted the rest of his life to his watercolors (numbering approximately 
1,000) and golf. He was married to the love of his life, Pauline, for over 
50 years when he passed away on August 29, 1986.

United Way/Ira James Troutwine Estate. Ira James Troutwine was born 
in Adams Township in 1901 and lived in Arcanum most of his 84 years. 
Mr. Troutwine was President of Arcanum Federal Savings and Loan in 
Arcanum (now Second National Bank) for many years, had numerous 
farms around Darke County, and also was interested in community ser-
vice. His original bequest was to the Darke County United Way, which 
transferred the funds to the HOPE Foundation for the creation of a per-
petual endowment. Mr. Troutwine wanted to leave a legacy of good will 
to his lifelong friends of Darke County.

Paul C. & Helen D. Warner Memorial Fund. Helen always lived in 
Darke County and taught school for 35 years. One year she was an ex-
change teacher in Tasmania, Australia. She married Paul in 1957 when 
he was principal of Greenville H.S. They did a lot of traveling together 
in the U.S.A. and in Europe. Helen retired to Brethren Retirement Com-
munity, an “exceptionally nice place for spending one’s last years.”

Sarah Whittaker Memorial Scholarship. Fol-
lowing the very unexpected death of Sarah, her 
family, particularly her father Allen, embarked 
on a mission to make something good and posi-
tive out of such a horrible tragedy. His mission 
was to teach students to keep life’s problems 
in proper perspective and to realize all things 
can be resolved. Sarah’s scholarship fund, es-
tablished in her loving memory, assists Darke 
County students who have been active in 4-H 
or FFA, as Sarah was.

Lori Michelle Williams Memorial Scholarship. 
The family of Lori Williams established this fund to perpetuate Lori’s 
memory. “Her bubbly personality, smile, laughter, energy, and love of life 
are some of the things we hope people will remember about her,” said her 
mother. Lori, a graduate of Greenville High School, was very involved in 
school and community. As a college senior, Lori was about to embark on 
a career in nursing as an extension of her desire to help others when they 
need it the most. In endowing this scholarship, the Williams family hopes 
to help others achieve the goals that Lori had set for herself.

Matt Wuebker Memorial Scholarship. Matt Wuebker aspired to a career 
in finance and law while a student at Ohio State University. His spirit 
of cooperation and dedication to the high school basketball program at 
Versailles awarded him with the “Mr. Team Award” which, along with 
scholastic success, is a prerequisite for receiving the “Matthew Wuebker 
Mr.Team Scholarship.”

Ryan Wulber Memorial Scholarship. Ryan 
Luke Wulber was a devoted husband and doting 
father; he was an avid farmer, and a compas-
sionate and caring teacher.  If you showed up 
in his class or crossed paths in some way, Ryan 
would definitely teach you something – about 
tractors, diesel engines, or life in general.  He 
was an ardent supporter of the FFA program, 
belonging to the Versailles FFA Alumni and 
leading the FFA program at the Miami Valley 
Career Technology Center. In keeping with the 
passion in Ryan’s heart for helping students 
and loving farm life, this scholarship is desig-
nated for students in FFA or graduating from 
MVCTC, who are intending to pursue a career 
in agriculture.

Donor Advised Funds 
Darke County Bar Association Scholarship. 
This fund provides scholarships for graduates 
of Darke County high schools who are attend-
ing law school.

Darke County Economic Development/Part-
nering for Progress Fund. This fund was es-
tablished in 2009 to accept contributions for 
the Partnering for Progress initiative in Darke 
County. This initiative was designed to facili-
tate the following: stimulate new investment 
and job creation; protect and support existing 
employment base; support the agricultural sec-
tor; support the education and training of ex-
isting and future workers; encourage and foster 
entrepreneurship; and strengthen the presence 
of existing business and industry throughout 
Darke County.

Lindsay Donadio Memorial Fund. This fund 
was established by Lindsay’s loving family af-
ter a tragic automobile accident in 2007. Lind-
say Rose Donadio was born May 1, 1987, the 
third daughter of Ray 
Donadio and Janell 
Claudy. She loved 
humor, desiring to 
make people laugh, 
and was passionate 
about life and vocal 
music. She loved to 
perform, sing and 
dance. In honoring 
her life, her father 
said, “If this schol-
arship (for students 
pursuing a career in Lindsay Donadio

Sarah Whittaker
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the area of the performing arts) can assist one young person in pursuing 
his or her dreams and passions in life, then Lindsay’s spirit will be kept 
alive and her memory will be appropriately honored.” Her mother added, 
“Lindsay said that no matter what career she chose to pursue, more than 
anything she wanted to make a difference in people’s lives.” 

Faith and Justice Initiative. This fund supports education, crime-preven-
tion and wellness programs based on traditional Biblical principles. The 
fund assists non-governmental entities in using a faith-based approach to 
conduct programs like substance-abuse prevention, parenting education 
and budget education. The fund is also used to subsidize training costs 
for peace officer certification for members of the Darke County Sheriff’s 
Auxiliary.

Zachary Garbig Memorial Fund. Zachary was a fifth grader at Arcanum 
Elementary School when his congenital intestinal disease suddenly wors-
ened. Zachary received a liver/small bowel transplant at the University 
of Nebraska Medical Center on December 2, 1998. His parents, Phil and 
Karen, said, “He fought an extremely hard battle but passed from this 
earthly existence and gained eternal life on June 25, 1999.” His expe-
rience gave much needed knowledge to the medical professionals for 
future transplant recipients. Zachary’s family has established this fund to 
promote organ and tissue donor awareness. They believe we can make 
the best of an unfortunate situation by donating our organs and tissue and 
blessing someone else with health, hope and the promise of life.

William “Will” Robertson Memorial Fund. Will served as a patrol of-
ficer for the Versailles Police Department when he tragically lost his life 
in a motorcycle/car accident in 2003. His friends describe him as a man 
who was always willing to help others. Following his death, friends raised 
funds for projects and programs with which William was and would be 
proud to be associated, such as the Versailles Bike Safety Rodeo, Camp 
Bearable’s grief counseling camp for children and the Boy Scouts of 
America, to name a few.

Schipfer Family Scholarship for Versailles. This $1,500 scholarship is 
established by Marty and Dan Schipfer, Darke County residents. Marty 
was the school counselor at Versailles Elementary and Middle Schools 
for many years. The scholarship is for a Versailles H.S. graduate with a 
C grade point average or higher. The student must be seeking a technical/
associate education which would entail a two-year course of study (any 
area) for completion. 

Shawn Stebbins Memorial Fund. Established by the loving widow of 
Shawn Stebbins, Tiffany Barnes Stebbins, and children, Brooke and 
Chase, this fund honors Shawn’s memory by helping to support organi-
zations that were close to Shawn’s heart. Shawn graduated from Green-
ville H.S. in 1994 and was killed in a construction job in 2007. He loved 
being outdoors and being involved in farming. He was a member of the 
Greenville Eagles and Darke County Farm Bureau. With his daughter, 
he was active in 4-H, Greenville Girls Softball and the Butterflies Junior 
Garden Club. Tiffany noted, “Shawn was a care-free, fun loving, family 
oriented man.”

Greyson James Steyer Memorial Fund.  Matt 
and Mindy Steyer created a lasting endowment 
in their infant son’s name following his tragic 
death. “Out of darkness, must come light,” they 
said. “We must do something for Greyson where 
his name can live on and bring love, just as he 
brought so much love to us.” Greyson’s Fund 
focuses on improving our community with a 
primary emphasis on children’s projects and ac-
tivities. “It is our duty as his parents to ensure 
his life continues to touch and enrich others,” 
said the Steyers. “We will be able to keep Grey-
son’s love and beautiful light shining for all of 
us to see.”

Designated Scholarship Funds
Mandy Green Class of 2013 Fund. Jesse and 
Tammy Green established this fund in memo-
ry of their daughter, Mandy, to reflect and pay 
back the loving support Mandy received from 
her classmates and friends throughout her strug-
gle with cancer. The fund will provide college 
scholarships to graduating seniors in the year 
2013, with preference to students who attended 
Woodland Heights Elementary. This is the class 
with whom Mandy would have graduated from 
Greenville High School.

Ami McClurkin Scholarship. Honoring their 
daughter, Ami Michelle McClurkin, was the 
goal of Gini and Verd Stuckey of Greenville. 
These devoted parents of Ami established a 
scholarship fund to recognize their daughter’s 
past musical accomplishments and scholar-
ships, while in turn helping other students go 
to college today. Ami was an accident victim in 
1985 and is a quadriplegic resident at the Breth-
ren Retirement Community’s (BRC) medical 
unit. The scholarship is designated for a gradu-
ate of Greenville H.S. who has been involved in 
the music program.

Non-Profit Designated Funds
Low Vision Support Group for FAME (Fi-
nancial Assistance for Medical Emergencies). 
In 2006, the members of the Low Vision Sup-
port Group donated funds upon their disband-
ing as an organization. The distributions from 
this fund benefit FAME (Financial Assistance 
for Medical Emergencies), which assists Darke 
County patients with vision needs. A donation 
of $1,000 is made annually to FAME until the 
account is depleted. Additional monies may be 
added to this fund to grow it to a permanent en-
dowment level.
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2011 Friends of HOPE 

Recognizing the value that the HOPE Foundation adds to 
Darke County, a record number of individuals and business-

es became new or renewing members of the Friends of HOPE 
Fund. This fund helps strengthen the core of the HOPE Foun-
dation, providing resources for growth and enabling the HOPE 
Foundation to enrich the lives of Darke County residents through 
grants in education, the arts, social service, community projects, 
animal welfare and more. The HOPE Foundation thanks the fol-
lowing individuals and businesses for their generosity:

Ron & Doris Barga
Jerome & Diane Barga
Bill & Ty Baumann
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Berger
Brad Bixler
Mr. & Mrs. Leo T. Blanchard
Mary & Ron Bonfiglio
Tim & Sandy Booher
Boring & Associates, CPA
Eric & Tanya Brand
Bruns Animal Clinic	  
Sharon & Jim Buchy
Steve & Kim Burns
C.F. Poeppelman, Inc.
Ernest & Marion Cooper
Cox Insurance Agencies
Bill & Kate Custenborder
Pat & Kim Custenborder
Jack & Sandy DeLaet
Dale & Karen Dircksen
Shirley DiRocco
Doris Ebeling
Diane Evans	  
Family Health
First United Methodist Church
Travis & Kelly Fliehman
Fry & Co.
Keith & Carolyn Furlong
Garbig & Schmidt, LLC
Dick & Marilyn Graeff
Mike Gray
Greenville Federal
Greenville National Bank
Tom & Melanie Guillozet
Dan & Colleen Hayes
Jon & Rose Hein
Peter & Nancy Hemer
Hittle Buick-GMC, Inc.
Bill & Gloria Hole
Richard & Barbara Hole
Wes & Patti Jetter
Dr. & Mrs. C. William Johnston
Matt & Andrea Jordan
Ralph & Clara Keister
Michael & Mary Beth Kell
John & Alice Keller
David M. Kepler

Anne and Rob Klamar
Dave Knapp Ford-Lincoln
Bob & Jan Lantz
Ray & Bettye Laughlin
Leis Realty Co., Inc.	  
Steve & Eileen Litchfield
George & Becky Luce
John & Jeanne Marchal
Barbara E. Martin
Kent & Melinda Myers
Dennis & Shirla Neff
Linda & Mike Newbauer
Bernadine Niekamp
Herb & Ginny Nieport
Rodney Oda
Carolyn & Jim Phelan
James Poeppelman
David & Brenda Pohl
Harold & Deb Pohl
Ronnie & Miriam Poling
Margery B. Prakel
Christy & Mike Prakel
Greg Richard
Scott Rudnick
Susan Schepis 
Second National Bank
Don & Shirley Slyder
Marv Stammen
John & Diane Swallow
Dr. Karen G. Swensen
W.I. (Mike) Thieme
James & Susan Troutwine
Richard & Sharon Troutwine
Paul & Barb Wagner
John & Ginger Warner
R.J. Warner Insurance
Tim & Kristin Weaver
Ed & Eliz Weaver
Western Ohio Podiatric Medical 
	 Center
Williamson Insurance LLC
Kathleen Wood	  
Richard & Cynthia Wuebker
Jerry & Jean Young
Kent & Nancy Zechar
Scott J. Zumbrink

Stucke continued from p. 1

graduate majoring in an agriculture-related 
field. “The farming environment today is highly 
competitive,” said Melvin, “and education is 
important when it comes to managing farms 
and finances. Farming is a huge investment, and 
college gives farmers a boost in learning about 
the different aspects of agriculture.”

The first award will be given to a student in 
the class of 2011.

“The agriculture future looks bright for those 
willing to learn the business and stick with it,” 
said Melvin. The Stuckes are hopeful that their 
annual scholarship in honor of Steven will indeed 
provide a bright outlook to deserving students 
for years to come.

Ryan Wulber continued from p. 2

over $11,000  was raised for Ryan’s scholarship 
fund.

“We were touched and blessed more than 
any words can describe by the benefits that were 
held for us and the work that was done around 
our house when Ryan couldn’t do it himself,” 
said April.   

“We are so grateful for the neighbors, 
friends, and family that pulled together so many 
times to provide for us.”

Staying true to its namesake, the Ryan Wul-
ber Memorial Scholarship can now provide for 
others, as Ryan was so fond of doing. 

Steyer continued from p. 2

The Greyson James Steyer Fund will focus 
on improving our community with a primary em-
phasis on children’s projects and activities. Due 
to the generous contributions by family members, 
friends, and our community, the Greyson James 
Steyer Fund has already achieved the endowment 
level, helping to ensure that Greyson has created 
a lasting legacy.

“Words cannot express how much we love 
and miss our son,” said Matt and Mindy. “Our 
faith confirms that we’ll see Greyson again some-
day. Until that day comes, it is our duty as his 
parents to ensure his life continues to touch and 
enrich others. It is through the HOPE Foundation 
that we will be able to keep Greyson’s love and 
beautiful light shining for all of us to see.”
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Eikenberry continued from p. 1

Known as a humble, loyal and caring person, Nils passed away at 
age 67 in September 2010 after a courageous battle with cancer. Collette 
Spidel Eikenberry, a generous mother and community volunteer, died of 
cancer in 1994 at age 50.

“Our father was a quiet and honorable man,” said Jenny. “Our mother 
was an outgoing woman who was always helping others. Both managed 
many things and people in their lives yet always made family and friends 
the center of their lives,” she added.

Nils graduated from Greenville High School in 1961 and attended 
Manchester College and the University of Cincinnati. Collette graduated 
from GHS in 1962 and also attended the University of Cincinnati.

Nils spent 45 years managing the family-run grocery business, Eiken-
berry’s Foodliners, retiring in 2005. He served on many Darke County 
boards, including the Chamber of Commerce, Family Health Services, 
Greenville Country Club, Sertoma Club, A Learning Place, Red Cross, 

Community Improvement Board, Elks, Masonic 
Lodge, Antioch Shrine of Dayton, and Darke 
County Shrine Club. 

Collette served as a member and president 
of the Darke County Cancer Association, Wayne 
Hospital Auxiliary, FISH volunteer and member 
of Lambda Chi Omega philanthropic sorority.

They both enjoyed spending time with family 
and friends, traveling, gardening, the fine arts, 
singing and participating in the church choir.

A couple so treasured by their community 
and their family, Nils and Collette Eikenberry 
will be remembered for their generous deeds, and 
now for the generous assistance their fund will 
provide to aspiring business professionals.

HOPE Foundation 
of Darke County
201 W. Main St.
PO Box 438
Greenville, OH 45331


